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DISSERTATION,8fc,

-r g E llnitcd Statcs are e new nation, or political fociety,
, formed ar firft by tlre declararion of independence,

our of thcfe BritiJb labjctts in Antica, who weie thrown
out of _ royal prore&ion by a& of parliarnenr, pafed in
Dcccmber, r77 S.

A citizen of the United Statcsr means a member of this
new narion. The principle c
changed by the revolution,
people was alfo changed fron

The diffcrence is immenG. Subjedt is derival from thc
latin wordsn fub mdjacio, and means one who is,ndar the
power of another ; but a citizen is an uit of a rnafs of frec
people, who, colledtively, polfeG fovereignty.

Subjedts look up to a mafter
that none have heredita,ry rigt
citizen of a free ftate contain
and the conftitution, as muc
as another. In the eye of rei
tical condition of citizens i
noblemen. Dukes and earls are the creatures of kings,
3nd. Tay be made b1 tfery at plc.afure : bur citizens pof&fr
in their own right original fovcreignty.

There is alfo a great diffcrcnce between citizens, and
inhabirants or refidents.

Any perfon living within a coilnrry or ftare, is an inha.
birant of it, or relident in it.

Tlrc
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The precifc diffe'encq mey bc thus ftatecl: The citizen of

a free ftate is fo unitcd to it as to poffcfs an indiviciual's
proportion of the common fclvcreignty i but he who is no
i'noie than an inhabitant, or refidenf, fias no farther connec-
tion with the ltate in which he refides, than fuch as gives
lrirn fccuiity for his perfon and proltrty, agreeably to fixed
l;trvs, without any participation in irs governrnent.

d modern, have bcen jealous
Thc ncw conftitudon carries

'e not only prefent cirizcnftip
fenators, but antecr:dent cttit

theUnitcd Statcs, is therctbrc w
The following eppear to be rhe only modcs of acquiring

tihis diftinguilhing privilcgc.
rft. By being parties to the original compa€t, the decla.

r;rtion of indcpendcnce.
2d, By taking an oath of fidclity to fomc one of the

ttnitcd Statu, agrecably ro law.

3d, By tacit confent and acquiefcence.

4th. By birth or inheritance,

5th. By edoption. Of each of thclb in thcir order.

t(t. By the declaration of
cllaimed to the wc.rrld, that th
of the united colonies, were r

d tlrat the late colonies were
," tor the fupporc of this
ted together, by pletfging to
rnes, and facred honour." By

tlris cventful declaration, n, a nation was born in a dry,t
I\ early three millions of geoplc who had bcen fubjedts, be-
cilme citizens. 'l heir forrir,

s this was donc by thc repre-
fcntativee
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t5 l
fentatives of rhe people of th
ancl on their behalf, all wl
conqrefs with power, acquirer
to this folemn a€t. Thefc ori
ers of theUnitcd Stttct Citi
in this way by abfentees from ,
Strch were not thrown out of Br:iti/b protcfiion by the re-
ftraining adt of parliament, and therefore condnuod hitiJb
fubjetlsi under tfre oblig.tions, and in quiet poffettion of
their Britilh allegianca r 

-And, 
fecondly, Such could not bc

parties to the conftirution of congrclt. The members of
that body were not their deputiesr or agents, and thcrefore
could not bind them, or a& for thenr.

zd. To cement the people
ther, oaths of fideliry to the (
ftered foon afier the declaratior
a certain age. By thefe oaths, a compa& wat cftablilhed
between the ftate and the individuals i and thofe who took

their citizenlhip hy their own
do the duty of citizens, they,
rc privileges and prote&ion of

l, were ordercd to drparq as
bcing perfons unfriendly to the revolution.

3d. As the war drew near a clofe, the admirriftration of
oaths being leG necelfary, was
then, and now is, daily acquir
fcence. Minors who were n(
the declaration of independc
fidcliry to the ftates ar thc tim

, cvery freeman is at libcny ro
r, and his allegiance. Thofc
n tlre allegiancc under which
rome, by tacit confenc, ei:her

t'ubjcCts or citizens, as the cat'e may 
'be. 

In rhis manncr,
young men are. now daily acquiring cirizenlhip, without rhe
intervenuon of an oath. Il
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It is to tre obfcrveC, that i

rcguire cidzenlh ip in this w
co rhe revolurion is indifpenfa
comrnencement of their Lirir.
P n: to.acqu.ielcg in, or confenr ro a governmenr, bcfore he
has lived under it, as ro become a cirizen thereot' by tacit
confcna.

- Citisenftip, when acquired in this way by an abfcntee at
the time of the declaracion of independence, can therefore
only be dated from the time in which the claimant of that
high privilege became a refitlent under the indcpendent go-
vcrnment of rhc ftrte of which he claims to be a cicizen.

4th. None can claim citizen
as havc been born lince the ,
fbr this obvious reafon : no m

id not exift at the time of his
itance of the children of rholb
latc revolurion l bur this is

idren <lf thofe who wgre them-
fclves citizens. Tholb who died bcfbre the revoluti}h, could
leave no political chrra&er to their children, bqt thar of
fubjedtsr. which thev rhenrfelves poffeficC. If they had lived,
no one could be certrin wherhcr they would have adhercd
to the-king.or to congrel's. Their ,:hildrcn, therefore, may
claim by inhcrirance the righrs of Britift tabjcB,t, buc not
cif lncrican citizens,

5th. Perfons born in any country mey have acquired ciri-
zenfhip by adoption, or naturalization, agreeably to law.

The citizenlhip of I'uch rnuft be dated from the time of
their adoprion.

From thefc obfcrvations, the following ihferences refult.
Citizenftip is an adventitious chara&er to every aduJt in

tlrclJnited Eiatu i and there wils a certain periotl in the lives
of fuch perfons, when they ceafcd to be fubjefts, and begrn
to be. citizens.

The citizen{hip of no man (
ration of independence, and,
none but thotb who have bE
4th of |ub, t776.
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This aceounts for the ufc of

e repreGntatives feven lesrs 3
rcfident muft bc a citizen for
s inrpofiible, for indepeadence
's declaredl therefore the word
er to comprehend dme before

the declaradon of independence.
By the fame paragraph, the diftin&ion betwecn a citizen

snd a relident is conftitutionally recognized i for tho' it is
ncccffary, that rhe prelidenr muft have bcen (3 fourreen
years e rcfdantr" it is fufficient for him to have become a
dtizcn c3 at the dme of the adoption of the conftiturion."
By this it ir acknowledged, that one may bc much longer a
rcfidcnt within the Unitld Statcs, than a citizen of the lims.
The precilion of this paragraph, in refpc& to langurgc, is
worthy of obfcrvation. ft is not faid, that the prefident muft
havc been a refidentin, ot an inhabiranr of theUnitcd $tatu,
for fourtcen years, The word ufcd is uitbin, which, as
cxplained by Do&or Jobn[on, means, .3 in the compafs
ofr"-----" the inclofure of." The fentence, therefore, when
analyfcd, means nothing more than tbar the prefidenr muft
have bcen a rc0dens wirhin the linitr of the Unitcd Etatcs for
fourtecn years.

Though the ftatcs have not exifted as ftares for fourteen
yeani i leh their geographical boundaries, or limits, havc
exifted from thc 6rft Gtdement of lmrica, Bur to proceed
with inferences. From the premifes already eftabliihed, ir
may be farthcr inferred, that citizcnftip, by inheriunce, be-
longs to none but thc childrcn of thofc lmricaw, who,
having furvived thc declaration of independence, acquired
that adventitious chara&er in rheir own right, and tranfmir-
ted it to their offspring. The children of ihofc who dierJ be-
fore the revolution, who are no,
th_at privilcgc in their own rig
afti ihat is,byjoining their cor

Citizenhip, acquired by tacir confcnr, is exclufively con-
6ncd to the cafcs of pcrfons who havc relided witliin thc

Unitcd
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Unitcd statcs fince the declararion of independencer ancl
could not have commenced prior to their dclual rclitlence
under their ncw anrl independent goyernmenrc.

From the whole it is plain,
a native. who was abfcnt fror

Dangenous confeguences r
that birth and relidence, bcfc

lf this lhould bc eftablilhec
liberties and indepndencGr rn
citizens. All 'na children h

turers, who have contributed
ment of our liberries: for thc
beforc the revolurion, who are
mighr, on thar principle, 6l
Inaia, come here rnd-fcll rhei
of cidzcns, from rhe circumftr

many other confeluences, in-
nmcrcc of thefe ttetes, would
lerous pofidon, that birrh and
brc thc revolution, conferred
Edent go thcir rerurn after thas

evcnr had mhen place.

h' I  JV I . t ,
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