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Trq;kDeatbsLinked to Alcoholor Drugs

By JOHN H. CUSHMAN Jr.
Special 10 The New Yora Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 5 — One of
every three truck drivers whose bodies
were examined after they died in high-
‘way accidents had recently used drugs
or alcohol, according 1o a num issued
today by the National Transportation
Safety Board

The study was described by board of-
ficials as the most detailed investiga-
tion ever conducted of the abuse of
drugs and aicohol in interstate truck-
ing. Safety board officials said the
study alsp offered the most extensive
evidence o dafe of the dangers of
drinking or drug use by truck drivers.

study could influence the out
come of & court case brought by truck
drivers challenging the Transportation
rtment’s new rules instituting

widespread drug testing, including ran-
dom tests, for truck drivers and other
m rtation workers.

ederal court hls refused (o let the
nndnm testing of truck drivers pro-
ceed, in part because the department
could not prove there was probabie
reason to suspect drivers of using ille-
gal drugs. The drug testing program
does not include alcohol use. The case,
which involves an injunction issued in
December 1988, is under appeal on
)urudk‘nmaluwe

The Transportation Department and
some truckers who support the drug
testing have conceded that there are no
reliable studies linking drug use to seri.
ous accidents among truck drivers. But
safety board members said today that
the new study shows the first concrete
evidence that drug and alcohol use is a
serious problem amang truck drivers,

No Pattern, Truckers Say

The safety board's study of drivers

Iulled while operating trucks weighing

000 pounds or more when fully
lnlgcd found that a third of them had
used cocaine and marijuana as well as
alcohol and various stimulants, includ-
ing amphetamines. The study covered
182 accidents involving lss “trucks in

wmch!lﬂpeople were kil
James Johnston, the prvsldtm of the
Owner/Operator Independent -
ing Association, which opposes lesung
01 drivers, slld that the safety board's
not prove that there is a

rug problem among truckers.

. Al far as we're concerned, we still
have not seen any & ldence that it is a
substantial problem,” he said. “Even if

who had been Iulk-d was on
amu it would not show tha
Transportation Depln
lssuedl statement saying that the find.
“undet

avay be an indictment of all truckers.”

What's Sunday without The Times?

Many are jolted
by how often
abuse and death
are connected.

On the basis of .u study, the safety
board, which has endorsed nllm
wide random drug tests of """W

ltudy its re-

rd members called

sults significant and to some extent

expected 1o find higher. alcohol
Mdn‘umm&hﬂmqmﬂ!
regulatory have
said one board member, James E. Bur-
nett Jr. “But I did not expect to find 33
percent.”

One in Four Fatal Accidents
examined €

tion workers, is calli
a pilot program of tests at roa

weighing stations where drivers would (Pt

be examined for the use of alcohol or
drugs.

No Way to Test Survivors

Board members said that the
was limited to accidents in which ts
drivers were killed, and therefore can-
not provide indications of how frequent
drug and alcohol abuse are the
nation's three million interstate truck
drivers.

Only dead drivers were tested be-
cause there was no legal way to force
accident survivors to mbmu 0 bhﬂd
tests. The new testing rul
pealed in court by the 'r ot
Department would require for the first
time that drug tests be made after all
major truck accidents.

Despite the limits of the data in the

nationwide in the but safety
rd officials the

states may have skewed the results be-

ca ical varia-

had used percent
showed of use, 8.5 percent
had used cocaine, 7.9 percent used
overthecounter stimulants, and 7.3
percent k

study showed. It also showed that

of .

Often the drugs were blamed di-
rectly for the accident; in othe;
1

Memorial Service Held For Judge Killed By Letter Bomb

Judge Robert S. Vance of the United States Court of
Appeals for the 11th Circuit, who was killed in
December, was honored yesterday in Atlanta. His

A Growing Urban Fear:

Thieves Who Kill fof ‘Cool’ Clothing

By WILLIAM E. SCHMIDT
Spocial o The New York Times
CHICAGO, Feb. 5 — A 19-year-old
youth who was slain Saturday for his
fashionable warm-up jacket is the lat-
est victim of what seems to be an in-
creasingly perv-:m kind of urban
crime: robberies by young people will-
ing wlullln:clo!hes
Calvin Wash was the fourth

E§

After shooting Mr. Wash,
drove away without taking the jacket,
the police said

ing
In Chicago and other kr clties including
Los Angeles,

Detroit, New York

nx:hummunumlylndermﬂ!
degree 1o which street crime and vio-
lence are now endemic to life in the
inner city, but also serve as a perverse

mceasure of the hottest 1
trend

In response to a killing and a shoot-

last fall in ing Detroit “teen-
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fashion | task force to deal with the increased in-
cidence of shootings and
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A crime serves as
a perverse index
of fashion trends.
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September to
3 incidents in-
cluded two teen-agers who were shot in

the rwhay ll.lem;ll.

Joung people are vierable be-

o o Bor more

measure of the hazard of srban Hfe. A

this month in The

Reporter, a newsletter that re-

I rights and urban issues,

that black males are

ims in 34 percent of the city’s

‘while they make e up only 5 per-

of Chicago's popula

Crime Wave lep. in Fall

, the last year for which the

available, 708 blacks ages 14
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the Newsrk police say| es
violence is not

articles in Chicago in recent months
have identified at least three other
youths who were shot, and a fourth
stabbed, in robbery atempts involving
warm-up jacekis.

of
ae;

The incidents were so frequent last
fall that several parents telephoned
The Chicago Defender, the city’s larg
newspaper with a biack readership
to complain about the trend

sa

Stealing *to Be Cool’

tive
Crimes South U

Margie Davis calied after her son
was robbed of his $175 gym shoes

““These children are out here stealing
from.one another 1o be cool. Ms Davis
10ld the newspaper. “It’s a sad situa
tion. Their parents can't afford to buy
the stulf, so Fhey do whatever they e
toget it.”

The Chicago police say the incidents
4ometimes involve gangs that atiack
the victims because their colorful jack-

ets represent the color of a rival gang

Angeles Police Department agreed
“A lot of times it's because they're |Po

Zape

simple. Then, when the
| someone gets hurt or kil

include jackets worn by wv «
fessional sports 1
Bulls the Bears and the Cu 2
associated with the foc

s in other cities,
Bengals, the M
England Patriots.

also-been reported involving
Detective Roy Gonzaque of the Los 'dans a line of Nike brand shoes th.

wearing the wrong color jacke

shoes or shoe laces for
ighborhood.
who works a
Los Angeles neighborhood pl.

gang problems.

But_more often t
y, the motive 1s robb

“The individual wa
e coat because they

50 they just blow Eim up,
Kenneth White of  the
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by other bllcks By contrast, 83
group were
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recent in a wave of Vio-
the athletic jackets that
last fall, when weather turned
and young people began wear-
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Virginia Files Lawsmt on VM.L Admlsswns

Speciat 10 The New

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 — The Vir- |w

ginia Military Institute and the Vir-

ginia Attorney ral today chal- |sc
a directive by the Federal Jus-

tice Department to accept women as |

proved a

s men-only admissions po
| The 17-member board acted sfter
three-hour meeting in Richmoad. the

-
Board of VSitor
affirming

as filed; V.M.1
resolution

hool

cadets or face court action. | state capital
Ina letter to V.M.1 last week the Ju

In & lawsuit filed in Federal District |
Court in Roanoke, Va., Mary Sue Terry,
the State Attorney General, asked the |

-court to declare the state-run school's
in

Although the Chicago police keep no
separate statistics on crimes involving
jackets or other clothing,

per Opportunities for women

me:
197 which requires equal educationa]

Less than an hour before the lawsuit

| tice Depar

rtment said the s

First Black Elected to Head Harvard s Law Revtew

By FOX BUTTERFIELD
Special  The New York Times
BOmN Feb.5 — The Harvard Law
the most
in thé country, elected the
president in its 104-year hns
mﬂ y. The job is
student position at mmm
Law Sohool.
The new president of the Review is

on
cago's South Side before enrolling in
law school. His late father, Barack
Obama, was a finance minister in
Kmyn his mother, Ann Bmlum is
an American anthropologist now doing
in Indonesia. Mr. Obama was
born in Hawail
“The fact that I've been elected
nm-nolymgnss Mr. Obama
said today in an interview. “It"

‘But it's important that stories like
mine aren't used to say that everything
is OK. for blacks. You have to remem-
nermuormrymeum there are

vnuu- Review Does

reviews, which are edited by
:mdenm ph\ 'a double role at law
schools, a chance for stu-
dents to lmpmve their legal research
and writing, and a1 the same timge of-
fering judges and scholars a forum for
new legal arguments. The Harvard
Law Review is generally considered
the most widely cited of the student law

reviews.
On His goals in his new post, Mr
Obama said:

among equals.”
Therefore, Mr. Obama said, he would
concentrate on making the review a
“forum for debate,” bringing in new
writers and m for livelier, more
accessible writ:

law review uw
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Birack Obama was cidbted yes-
terday as president of the Har-
vard Law Review. He is the first

sociate justice of the Supreme Court_ |

are chosen for the
other half are
dents after a specia
tion. The new system, disp

Sct

whelm this indivi

chievement

Mr. Obama was elected afte
the review's 80 editors
d Sunday and lasted um
is morning, a participant said.
Until the 1970's the

of the Law Review w
with the “highest a

am in which abx

ho:

i, was meant 10 help &
y students became
he Law Review
Harvard, like

Blacks at Harvard: New High
Black en;
hool, after

a dip in

Mr. Obama said he planned to spend | "
twoor three years in private law prac- | "Was a choice on the merits ot of
tice and then return to Chicago to re. | May read something intd it

enter community work, either in pol:

tics o in ocal Organizing vard Law Review was Susan Estric

who recently resigned s & pr
fessor at Harvard Law School te
sunilar post at the Un
emn California. Ms_ Es
paign manager for G
Dukakis of Massachuseis in b
“But 1 hape 1t won'1 | Paign for the Presidency

Professors and students at the law |
school reacted o Mr|
“For better or for |
worse, people will view it as histori
cally significant.” said Prof. Randal
Kennedy, who teaches contracts and
race relations law

The first female editor of The
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picked on the basis of grades, and the
president
studen

rank. Among these were Elliot 1
ardson, the former; A
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